THE COMPANY ADVENTURERS TO THE NEW FOUND LANDS
England. For the first ten years unprivileged subjects shall go to the new lands only with the permission of the grantees, and after ten years, with permission from the king and the grantees jointly. The grantees are permitted to import any goods in any ships (which includes foreign bottoms) into any ports in England, all laws and ordinances to the contrary notwithstanding. For the first four years they may import goods in one ship, without limitation of the number of voyages she may make, free of all customs, subsidies and other dues, but they must pay the usual rates on other ships. The masters and mariners of their ships are allowed exemption from duties on small quantities of imported merchandise on their personal accounts. During the first ten years the grantees may levy on unprivileged subjects trading in the new lands a toll of one-twentieth of all the goods brought home, provided that they act as factors for such subjects in the new lands. Any foreigners who intrude into the new lands may be expelled by force, even though they belong to a nation hi amity with England. The grantees are empowered to appoint resident officers and deputies in the new lands and to exercise therein and in the adjacent seas the office of Admiral, with jurisdiction as in England. They are to hold the conquered territories in perpetuity and by fidelity alone, without fee or tribute, the king's dignity and sovereignty always reserved. The three Azoreans and their children are accepted as the king's naturalized subjects for all legal purposes except the payment of customs and subsidies, for which they shall continue in the status of foreigners. The grant concludes with a direction to the customers of Bristol to honour the exemptions conferred in it.
There are two copies of the patent, a Privy Seal or preliminary instruction to the Lord Chancellor, and a final version inscribed upon the Patent Roll after the Great Seal had been affixed. The former, but not the latter, contains an additional clause to the effect that no foreigner, by virtue of any grant formerly made or in future to be made, shall expel the present grantees from their title to their new territories. This clause in the Privy Seal is struck through and, as has been said, makes no appearance in the completed patent. It was evidently an allusion to the Cabot grant and was designed to limit its scope, a precaution which on second thoughts was seen to be unnecessary. Its insertion and deletion are evidence of the care with which the whole document was scrutinized.
For more than one reason I have given a close analysis of this patent. Previous commentators have not weighed it carefully, and have made false inferences and omitted just inferences from its terms,1 On other grounds
1 The charge lies against myself amongst others. In Maritime Enterjtwe (1913) I missed points which now appear warranted.